
The Athens-campus 2024 Career 
Fair came to a successful close on 
May 22, 2024, after an engaging 
and dynamic round of company 
presentations, career skills workshop, 
and 212 onsite interviews between 
company representatives and Hellenic 
American University students and 
alumni/ae.

This event was a testament to 
the university’s commitment to 
facilitating meaningful connections 
and providing robust career support 
to its community.

Participating companies covered a 
spectrum of industry sectors relevant 
to the students’ and alumni degree 
programs, such as IT, engineering, 
marketing and sales, translation, 
teaching, and clinical psychology. 
Companies included Randstad 
Hellas, Skywalker.gr, Toyota Material 
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S u m m e r  2 0 2 4  •  I s s u e  1 9

Alumni Newsletter

Dear Members of the Hellenic American 
University Community,

As we step into the vibrant month of 
September, I am delighted to connect with 
you all once again through our biannual 
alumni newsletter. First and foremost, I 
extend my heartfelt congratulations to the 
Class of 2024. Your graduation marks a 
significant milestone, and I am thrilled to 
welcome you to our ever-growing alumni 
family. I encourage you all to stay engaged 
with our community and remain connected 
to the University, for it is through your 
active participation that we continue to 
thrive and evolve.

This year holds special significance as we 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of Hellenic 
American University. Reflecting on the 
past two decades, I am filled with immense 
pride and gratitude for the incredible 
journey we have undertaken together. 
From a visionary dream, we have grown 
into a flourishing institution committed 
to providing quality American higher 
education that is both career-relevant and 
interculturally informed. This milestone is a 
testament to the dedication, hard work, and 
passion of our entire university community. 
Our faculty’s commitment to academic 
excellence, our students’ perseverance 
and creativity, and our alumni’s significant 
contributions to their professions and 
communities inspire us all. As we celebrate 
our achievements, we eagerly look forward 
to the future, steadfast in our mission to 
educate global citizens who contribute to 
the economic and social development of 
their communities.

In July, I had the privilege of representing 
Hellenic American University at the 
first international conference organized 
by the New England Commission of 
Higher Education (NECHE) in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. Alongside our Provost, 
Dr. Themis Kaniklidou, we joined 
representatives from 27 American 
international colleges and universities to 
discuss accreditation issues and share 
experiences. The conference facilitated 
fruitful exchanges on topics such as 
the awarding of credit hours, quality in 
assessment and instruction, diversity, 
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Handling Greece, Lalizas SA, CQS, 
Lexis SA, Goldair Handling SA, Orco 
SA, Translate.One, SoEasy, Hellenic 
American Union, and Roots Wellness 
Center. ManpowerGroup Greece, 
which also took part in the Fair, also 
conducted an interview skills workshop 
for students and alumni/ae.

Opening the event, Provost Dr. Themis 
Kaniklidou pointed out the Career 
Fair’s importance as another means 
of bringing students and alumni into 
closer contact with the job market. The 
Fair was organized by the Director of 
the Career Development Office, Ms. 
Domniki Diamantopoulou, who noted 
its usefulness in helping the attendees to 
not only find a job, but also to become 
familiar with job market trends.

The participants of the event benefited 
in multiple ways. Some of them had 
their first professional interview 

Over 200 job interviews conducted 
at the 2024 Career Fair

https://www.haec.gr/en/student-life/student-success/career-development-office
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Thanasis Polyzos (MSSM ’23)

Alumnus Thanasis Polyzos discusses his experience in the 

Master of Science in Sales Management (MSSM) program 

and how it contributed to advancements in his career. 

Prior to attending the Master of Science in Sales 

Management program at Hellenic American University, 

Thanasis began his academic career focusing on 

Accounting and Finance for which he obtained a 

Bachelor’s Degree from the Alexander Technological 

Educational Institute of Thessaloniki. This first degree, 

completed during the Greek financial crisis, as he 

stated, not only provided him with “crucial insights” on 

the matter, but also sparked his interest in management. 

This, in turn, led him to pursue a postgraduate degree in 

Business Administration. In 2020, he completed his MBA 

from Marconi University in Italy. 

However, he felt he needed something more. As Brian 

Tracy, the well-known motivational speaker and author 

of The Power of Self-Discipline, aptly said, “Commit 

yourself to lifelong learning. The most valuable 

asset you’ll ever have is your mind and what you put 

into it.” Thanasis’s journey reflects this philosophy, 

demonstrating how continuous learning and self-

improvement drive both personal success and broader 

social impact.

Thanasis sought a deeper understanding of practical 

management, which as he stated is what prompted 

his search for a program that would provide him with 

the knowledge and tools to advance his career. With 

nearly five years of experience at that time in sales 

roles at Athenian Brewery (Heineken) and Mondelez 

International, he concluded his search and decided 

to attend the Master of Science in Sales Management 

       Alumni Success
               stories program at Hellenic American University, which 

he found to be “perfectly aligned” with his career 

aspirations. 

Part of the University’s mission is to prepare students 

for careers that enhance the quality of their professional 

lives by offering rigorous, competency-based academic 

programs that respond to economic and social needs, 

and develop lifelong learners by creating a stimulating 

academic culture and environment that fosters 

intellectual inquiry and promotes habits of critical 

thinking, something which was in line with what he was 

searching for. While reflecting on his experience, he 

noted that the program “offered a dynamic environment 

with talented peers and experienced professors who 

bridged theoretical knowledge with practical business 

applications. The MSSM stood out for its faculty, 

composed of industry experts actively engaged in 

Greece’s largest corporations, providing invaluable 

real-world perspectives. Additionally, the program’s 

guest lecturers challenged us to expand our horizons 

and enhanced our understanding of comprehensive 

management strategies.” 

Thanasis also credits the program for the successful 

transitions he has made in his career. “During my 

studies at Hellenic American University I transitioned 

to a role as Account Manager at Terracom, a local tech 

firm, where I facilitated substantial growth across global 

markets and honed my skills in customer relations 

and strategic development.” Upon his completing the 

program, his degree further supported him to make 

yet another advancement and once again pursue 

another role, this time as Store Development Manager 

at Procter & Gamble. In his new position, as he states, 

he applies “the methodologies and insights gained 

from the MSSM program, ensuring robust contributions 

to my current role and preparing me for future career 

advancements.”

Already having accomplished so much, we asked 

Thanasis about his plans moving forward. Looking 

ahead, he said he is focused on leveraging his diverse 

skill set “to pursue leadership opportunities, driven by 

my commitment to continuous growth and operational 

excellence.” 

Thanasis exemplifies the mission of Hellenic American 

University and illustrates the impact our programs can 

have on students’ professional and personal growth. 

His achievements make us proud and inspire our 

community to strive for excellence.

We congratulate you, Thanasis, on all you have 

accomplished thus far and look forward to hearing 

about your future successes. 



How to Stand Out as a Mental Health Professional 

A workshop by Dr. George Lagios 
(MSPsy ’20), mental health 
counselor, psychotherapist, 
writer, and adjunct instructor at 
Hellenic American University 
took place on February 26, 
2024 at our Athens campus. 
The workshop provided insights 
for mental health professionals 
as Dr. Lagios addressed the 
challenges of standing out 

in a crowded field, offering insights on self-promotion, 
integrating professional identity with personal character, 
and differentiating from peers. He also covered navigating 
the personal life of a mental health professional, 
establishing boundaries, and utilizing social media for 
professional exposure. 

The Agribusiness Industry’s Contribution to 
Feeding the World 

On April 9, 2024, George Pontikas 
(MBA ’07), President and CEO 
of Syngenta Hellas, delivered 
a talk on “The agribusiness 
industry’s contribution to feeding 
the world while responding to 
environmental challenges.” This 
B-Cube initiative event was 
held in the 6th floor Conference 
Room of our Athens campus. Mr. 
Pontikas noted that in the next 30 

years, agriculture will need to feed 2 billion more people, 
while Europe aims to reduce crop protection products 
and fertilizers and increase organic crop production. 
Other interesting points he discussed were how R&D 
companies must produce more with fewer resources, 
protect the environment, reduce CO2 footprints, and meet 
sustainability targets.

B-Cube is an initiative developed by Hellenic American 

University that offers knowledge, networking, and 

mentoring resources for innovation and entrepreneurship. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Signature Spring and Summer  events

Stay tuned for future events and 
workshops. Check your mailbox, 

social media and www.haec.gr and 

www.hauniv.edu for more details!

Distinguished Lecture Series: Stress Control for 
a Healthy and Happy Life

Professor George 
Chrousos, member of 
the Academy of Athens, 
renowned endocrinologist, 
distinguished Professor at 
Hellenic American University 
and scientific director of its 
Master of Science in Stress 
and Health Management 
program, presented the 
second lecture in the 
Distinguished Lecture Series 

on May 23, 2024. The lecture, titled “Stress Control for a 
Healthy and Happy Life,” was held at the Athens campus 
and organized by Hellenic American University/Hellenic 
American College and Hellenic American Union. Professor 
Chrousos discussed the epidemic of stress and its impact 
on mental, psychosomatic, and physical health, offering 
strategies for managing chronic stress. As he noted “In our 
days, stress seems to be expanding as an epidemic, with a 
growing prevalence and many adverse and mostly chronic 
consequences…Chronic stress control is the foundation of a 
healthy and happy life”.

The Distinguished Lecture Series brings to the Athens 

campus leading thinkers, researchers, and public figures 

from a broad spectrum of disciplines to share their insights 

and perspectives on their work but also on issues of broader 

social importance. The series aims to enrich the student 

learning experience and spark debate within and beyond 

the university community on timely issues of social and 

cultural importance. In addition, an important strand in the 

series will feature young scholars who have made significant 

contributions to their profession but may not yet have 

gained the attention of the broader public.

Why Do We Ignore the Red Flags in 
Relationships? 

Dr. George 
Lagios (MSPsy 
’20) conducted a 
workshop on May 
15, 2024, addressing 
the red flags in 
relationships. 
The event, which 

lasted  90 minutes, was held in the 6th floor Conference 
Room of the Athens campus. Participants explored various 
topics including attachment theory, patterns in choosing 
partners, and overcoming relationship challenges. The 
workshop was organized by Hellenic American College in 
cooperation with Hellenic American University.
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a much bigger picture than we ordinarily 
perceive. There are so many different 
windows that offer other perspectives, 
which, of course, is precisely what teaches 
us to embrace diversity and uniqueness 
when it comes to mental health.” 

Another strength is the importance 
placed on the training and supervised 
practice experience. In the end, Dr. 
McMullin says, “it’s the high quality of 
experiential work and supervision that 
the interns have” that truly distinguishes 
the program. 

She should know! Dr. McMullin came to 
the University a year ago last September, 
after years of teaching and administrative 
experience at universities such as New 
York College, Aegean College, and 
Webster University, and in various roles, 
including Head of Department and 
Director of Studies. Her extensive and 
diverse academic experience provides 
her a special vantage point from which to 
evaluate Hellenic American University’s 
psychology programs, which she believes 
can hold its own among the best in 
Europe.

Dr. McMullin also brings with her a 
long-standing interest in art, myth, and 
archetypes, which she put into practice 
in the early years of her career as a drama 
teacher and school theatrical producer. 
It also found its way into her research, 
including her dissertation for her 
doctoral degree at Stellenbosch University 
in South Africa. The thesis investigated 
the application of ancient Greek myth 
and music in personal, professional and 
transpersonal development. 

Dr. McMullin has already made her 
mark on the program with the creation 
and launch of the new Mindfulness 
Certificate Program. The main audience 

At first glance, Dr. Lindy McMullin seems 
an unlikely choice to head a Psychology 
department that prides itself on 
offering an education “in the evidence-
based cognitive behavioral approach 
to counseling and psychotherapy.” 
Her own research interests and 
therapeutic practice align more closely 
with transpersonal psychology and 
transpersonal development that include, 
for example, the role of sacred text and 
music in healing trauma, qualitative 
research on spiritual experiences, and 
applied spirituality.

Upon closer examination however, Dr. 
McMullin epitomizes the holistic spirit 
that undergirds through the University’s 
undergraduate and graduate programs 
in Psychology. In her view, too many 
psychology programs pursue a single 
path, whether that’s CBT, Gestalt 
or Psychodynamic amongst others. 
She firmly believes the University’s 
psychology program’s scope enables it to 
bridge gaps between different approaches 
to the field. This integration is one of the 
program’s distinguishing strengths.

 “While the cognitive-behavioral 
approach may be prominent”, she says, 
“we help students become aware of the 
intricacies embedded in the field of 
psychology. We need to remind ourselves 
that we are looking out at the world 
through a little window and that there is 
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would be therapists and mental health 
counselors thinking of incorporating it 
into their practice and professionals in 
management and leadership roles. 

The four-course certificate is open to 
students—and alumni/ae—as well as 
qualified individuals from the broader 
community, such as educators, health 
practitioners, counselors, mentors and 
coaches, as well as for those interested in 
personal and professional development. 
It includes coursework on different types 
of meditation, the specifics of research-
based mindfulness, and an 8-week 
practical training in mindfulness-based 
stress reduction. 

Among Dr. McMullin’s plans for the near 
future is another certificate program—
this one in Organizational Psychology—
that she is developing with Dr. Pete Tsolis, 
the Director of Business Programs at the 
University, which will be jointly taught 
by faculty from the two divisions. She 
and Dr. Tsolis have also made progress 
in designing a minor in Business for 
psychology students, an option that could 
be especially useful for those who wish 
to open their own practice. A longer-
term project is the creation of a doctoral 
program in psychology.

Dr. McMullin is also eager to forge closer 
bonds with alumni/ae of the Psychology 
degree programs and is taking the 
opportunity of this interview to extend—
or more accurately, to reiterate—an 
invitation to graduates to take part in the 
Wellness initiative she inaugurated soon 
after her arrival last year. “Hopefully you 
and your fellow graduates are already 
reading our Wellness Bulletin,” she says, 
“and I would encourage you graduates to 
contribute ideas and material. Eventually 
we can even start meeting together if the 
team of contributors wish to.”

Dr. Lindy McMullin, �Director of Psychology Programs
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equity, and inclusion, and university 
governance. These discussions are 
invaluable as we strive to uphold the 
highest standards of education and 
continuously improve our institution.

In May, we hosted the second lecture 
in our Distinguished Lecture Series, 
featuring the esteemed Professor 
George Chrousos. His lecture, “Stress 
Control for a Healthy and Happy Life,” 
was a profound exploration of the health 
implications of chronic stress. Professor 
Chrousos, a member of the Academy 
of Athens and a distinguished figure 
in endocrinology, outlined the adverse 
effects of chronic stress on mental, 
psychosomatic, and physical health.  
He emphasized the importance of stress 

control in preventing illnesses and 
maintaining a healthy and happy life. The 
Distinguished Lecture Series continues 
to enrich our student learning experience 
and spark meaningful discussions on 
issues of social and cultural importance.

As we move forward, I invite all alumni to 
engage actively with our University. Your 
experiences and insights are invaluable 
to us, and your continued involvement 
will help shape the future of Hellenic 
American University. Let us celebrate 
our past, embrace the present, and look 
forward to a future filled with promise and 
potential.

Leonidas Phoebus Koskos, Esq.  
President

New Milestones
continues from page 1

Hellenic American University 
co-organized and hosted the 
22nd biennial conference of the 
International Lawrence Durrell 
Society (ILDS) On Miracle Ground 
XXII on July 4–6, 2024, at its Athens 
campus.

Dr. Marinos Pourgouris, Associate 
Professor at the University of Cyprus, 
was the keynote speaker. The 
conference theme was "Dark" Durrell, 
encouraging papers on the theme of 
darkness in Durrell's works.

Founded in 1980, the ILDS promotes 
the study of Lawrence Durrell's 
works through conferences and 
publications, including a critical 
bibliography and the journal Deus 
Loci. Their biennial conferences 
attract many scholars and have 
been held at various international 
institutions.

The idea to bring the 2024 
conference to Hellenic American 
University came from Dr. Athanasios 
Dimakis, an ILDS board member 
and adjunct faculty member in the 
University’s B.A. in English Language 
and Literature (BAELL) program. 
After sharing his idea with the 
director of the BAELL program, Dr. 
Vassiliki Kourbani, and securing her 
enthusiastic support, Dr. Dimakis 
presented his proposal at a meeting 
of the executive board of the Durrell 

Society in Louisville, Kentucky, where 
it was unanimously accepted.

Dr. Dimakis described hosting the 
conference at the University as a 
"homecoming" for the international 
society. Interestingly, three students 
from the University's BAELL program 
presented papers at the conference. 
Faidra Georgiadou presented her 
paper on "The Figuration of Corfu 
and Other Philosophical Musings in 
H.D’s Tribute to Freud and Lawrence 
Durrell’s Prospero’s Cell", Panagiota 
Tsantouli on "Shadows of the 
Mediterranean: Exploring Darkness in 
Lawrence Durrell’s The Dark Labyrinth 
and Odysseas Elytis’ 'To Axion Esti'" 
and Georgios Virvilis talked on "'The 
Beggar Greek': The Figuration of 
Greece in Henry Miller’s The Colossus 
of Maroussi".

Presentations on AI      Volos, GR & Thessaloniki, GR 
Through the University’s collaboration with the Institute of Employment 
Development (known as IANAP in Greece), our professors, Dr. Damianos Giannakis 
(Director of our MS in Sales Management program), Dr. Dimitris Tolias (Director 
of our MA in Applied Linguistics-TESOL program, Dean for Digital Learning and 
Education Innovation) alongside Ms. Thenia  Batanidou (International Admissions 
Manager) shared their insight on AI’s impact on the job market and education, with 
presentations both in Volos (April 5, 2024) and Thessaloniki (April 13, 2024) which 
generated discussions among enthusiastic audiences who showed interest in 
exchanging their views and concerns. 

If you haven’t already, please take a few 
minutes to complete our annual Alumni 
Employment Survey. Your feedback will help us 
improve our programs and services, ensuring 
that we continue to meet your needs and the 
needs of future graduates. By participating, 
you provide us with insights into your career 
progression and how our institution can better 
support you. The survey takes only 5 minutes 
and can be filled out on your phone. 

Thank you for your time and contribution to 
strengthening our alumni community!

There’s still time to take the 2024 
Online Alumni Employment Survey!

Just 5 minutes of your time will help 
us enhance our alumni network and 
services

"Dark" Durrell Conference

https://forms.office.com/r/DTmguMgXcB
https://forms.office.com/r/DTmguMgXcB


Celebrating Class of 2024 
with Wine Reception

On June 27, 2024, Hellenic American 
University’s President, Mr. Leonidas 
Phoebus Koskos, concluded his speech 
at the Commencement Ceremony 
in Athens with a resounding, “Class 
of 2024... Go get them!” This marked 
the culmination of another successful 
academic year for students at both the 
Nashua and Athens campuses, following 
the initial commencement ceremony in 
Nashua on May 15, 2024.

In celebration of this milestone, the 
University hosted a wine reception for 
the Class of 2024 after the graduation 
rehearsal. This special event, which took 
place on June 25 at the Athens campus, 
honored the new graduates, welcoming 
them into the alumni community, a core 
part of Hellenic American University’s 
spirit of belonging.

The wine reception saw the presence 
of key figures from the University, 
including members of the Executive 
Committee of the Alumni Association 
Board, the Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, Mr. Jimmy Athanasopoulos, 
the President, Mr. Leonidas Phoebus 
Koskos, and the Provost, Dr. Themis 
Kaniklidou, as well as faculty and staff. 
This gathering provided new graduates 
an opportunity to meet with the Board, 
learn about alumni benefits, and explore 
ways to stay engaged and contribute to 
the community.

As we raised our glasses to the Class 
of 2024, we celebrated not just their 
achievements but also the lasting 
connection they now have with Hellenic 
American University as alumni!
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One of the pillars of our university's 
mission is to educate global citizens and 
to foster the creation and dissemination of 
knowledge. Our study abroad programs 
serve this mission and offer the opportunity 
to U.S. and international students to 
study in Athens, a vibrant metropolis 
with extraordinary opportunities for a rich 
learning experience. The study abroad 
program started a decade ago with three 
students from New Hampshire traveling 
around Greece learning about our history 
and civilization in what later became our 
signature study abroad course "A Walk 
Across Greece." This year we had the honor 
of welcoming more than 360 students 
in our semester, term, and faculty-led 
programs. Our campus was filled with 
smiles and students eager to embrace 
our culture. During the 2023-24 AY, we 
hosted students from Carroll University, 
CUNY Queens College, Stetson University, 
University of Houston, University of 
South Florida, Transylvania University, 
Sacred Heart University, University of 
Minnesota, University of New Hampshire, 
Long Island University, Southern New 
Hampshire University, Northwood 
University, Florida Gulf Coast University, 
Tennessee Tech University, Western 
Michigan University, and Old Dominion 
University. Our continuous partnership with 
the Study Abroad Association for faculty-
led programs and our newly established 
partnership with APIabroad for semester 
and term students played an important role 
in achieving this significant result. We are 
grateful for all our partners, and we are 
committed to expanding our offerings and 
maintaining our excellence and the positive 
course of our study abroad programs. 
Here's to many more in the following years!

Ermioni (Monica) Karachaliou, Ph.D.
Director of Student Affairs and 
International Programs

experience. Others, more experienced, 
had the chance to network to find 
a better job or to even make a 
career change. Several companies’ 
representatives were generous enough 
to provide valuable feedback to the 
interviewees concerning alternative 
fields they can turn to, based on 
their background and market trends. 
Moreover, after the event concluded, 
companies expressed that they 
were particularly impressed by the 
organization of the Career Fair and 

the high level of preparation exhibited 
by the participants.

Several alumni/ae and students who 
participated in the Career Day have 
been called back for a second interview, 
have already started their internships 
and/or have received job offers. 

Stay in touch with the Career 
Development Office!

Contact details: Tel: +30 210 368 0939 
Email: careers@hauniv.edu

Over 200 job interviews conducted at the 2024 Career Fair
continues from page 1

Commencements in Nashua & Athens 

From 3 to 360: 
360° of Study 
Abroad Growth
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Faculty News
University Executive Vice-President and CFO 
Dr. Leonidas Tzonis has been invited to join the 
Board of the New-York-based Hellenic American 
Chamber of Commerce. In February 2024, he was 
invited by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 

of America to lead workshops on the Greek economy’s recovery 
and educational opportunities for U.S. students in Greece 
at the annual Metropolis of San Francisco dancing festival, 
the largest gathering of Greek American youth on the West 
Coast, where he also provided a thorough presentation of 
the University’s programs following the signed MOU with 
the Αrchdiocese. Also, in the framework of our international 
collaborations, Dr. Tzonis visited India in April 2024 and met 
with higher administration and key figures from prestigious 
universities, including Sushant University, SGT University, 
Manav Rachna University, and Noida International University 
(NIU), to establish or renew collaborations and strengthen 
institutional ties. Our university has welcomed more than 250 
Indian students at both its campuses. Additionally, from May 
26 to May 29 2024 , the 4th Archon International Conference 
on Religious Freedom, held on the theme “Protecting Religious 
Freedom, Democracy, and Human Rights” by the Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate took place in Athens, with 
distinguished speakers among whom were the former U.S. 
Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo, and the top Greek-
American businessman John Catsimatidis. EVP Dr. Tzonis and 
Chair of the Development Committee Trustee Costa Sideridis, 
both Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, had key roles in 
the organization of the Conference.

Dr. Kalliopi Koundouri, Barbara Kondilis, and 
Dr. Anastasios Kountouris, all adjunct faculty 
members at Hellenic American University, 
collaborated on the article “Whose Athens?” 
regarding graffiti and street art perspectives. A 
collaborative effort from last summer’s online 
presentation at the University of Oxford, Durham 
expanded to the publication of the article on 
March 19th with Greek Studies Now. Greek Studies 
Now: A Cultural Analysis Network sprang in 2019 
from a partnership between two vibrant research 
communities working on the culture of Modern 
Greece and South Europe in the universities of 
Oxford and Amsterdam.

Dr. Alexander Nikolaou, adjunct faculty member 
in the B.A. in English Language and Literature, 
M.A. in Applied Linguistics-TESOL, and Ph. 
D. in Language and Communication programs 
co-presented a paper at the 10th International 

Conference on Intercultural Pragmatics and Communication 
in Pisa Italy (May 30 – June 1). The talk, titled “The discursive 
mobilization of stereotypes in conversations about intercultural 
encounters in Greece” drew on recent research that he and 
his co-presenter, Dr. Jennifer Sclafani from the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston, conducted among return migrants to 
Greece.

On April 17, 2024, Pete Tsolis, the Director 
of the University Business Programs, officially 
leveled up after his doctoral dissertation’s final 
defense for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
Global Leadership and Change, from Pepperdine 

University’s Graduate School of Education and Psychology/
Education Division.  His PhD dissertation on Sustainable 
Tourism Development in Greece: A Phenomenological Study of 
Municipal Leaders, has been published.

Cameron Bell, adjunct instructor at Hellenic 
American University, spoke on a panel at 
the Eurasia Higher Education Summit in 
Istanbul about international online learning 
opportunities and ways our university can engage 

with European, Eurasian, and Middle Eastern neighbors. 
Additionally, he delivered a guest lecture at the American 
College of the Mediterranean in Aix-en-Provence on his 
research into the politics of migration and served as a judge 
and mentor for a business pitch program in Athens managed by 
Global Brigades. Alongside other judges, he helped guide the 
group of students from the USC Marshall School of Business 
in developing proposals in business strategy and operations 
for two needy clients: an Athenian halal supermarket, and a 
multicultural community center and library. Among other 
activities, he also led the visits of senior representatives 
from Koç University, the University of Jordan, and Fordham 
University leading to discussions with our University’s 
administration.

Dr. Rodger Martin, Nashua Campus Adjunct 
Faculty, was chosen for the 2024 Stanley 
Kunitz Medal, by the Worcester County Poetry 
Association, honoring his extensive contributions 
to poetry in New England, Great Britain, and 

China. He led the Worcester County Poetry Association and 
managed The Worcester Review for nearly three decades. Dr. 
Martin has won multiple awards, including the Appalachia 
Award for poetry and a New Hampshire State Council on the 
Arts Fellowship. He has published four poetry books and co-
edits the Granite State Poetry Series. The award ceremony was 
held on July 25, 2024, at the Worcester Historical Museum. Read 
the press release here: Rodger Martin Chosen for 2024 Stanley 
Kunitz Medal - Worcester County Poetry Association

After an encouraging response from the student 
and faculty body and an overall evaluation, 
Eduardo Lucena Gonzalez, adjunct faculty 
member at Hellenic American University, was the 
1st recipient of the Excellence in Teaching Award 

for AY 2023-2024. As University Provost Dr. Themis Kaniklidou 
announced, Eduardo has been receiving consistently stellar 
evaluations and has been one of the most engaging faculty in 
our undergraduate program, teaching our Spanish courses. As 
the Provost noted, “He has been leading the soccer team and has 
significantly contributed to our General Education Program. His 
collegiality and positive spirit with students have inspired us all”.

https://gc.fairead.net/whose-athens-graffiti
https://lnkd.in/dHBswymn
https://worcestercountypoetry.org/rodger-martin-chosen-for-2024-stanley-kunitz-medal/
https://worcestercountypoetry.org/rodger-martin-chosen-for-2024-stanley-kunitz-medal/
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Ifigeneia Roulia 
(MAT ’12 & MACI 
’13), an adjunct 
instructor in the 
BAELL, MACI, and 

MAT programs, has been officially 
announced as the new Lead Events 
Manager of Women in Localization 
- Greece Chapter and furthermore, 
she has the role of the LocLunch Co-
Ambassador for Athens.  Finally, she 
was the recipient of the Good Steward 
Award for the voluntary translation of 
the ALS EU Coalition Policy Paper by 
Hellenic American University students, 
which she coordinated and edited. 

Charoula Baltou 
(MAAL ’20, MBA 
’22, MSSM ’23) has 
recently taken on 
the role of lecturer at 

Aegean College in Larissa, teaching 
arts and drama in the Bachelor 
program of Teaching English. As 
she shared with us, she expects to 
be teaching more courses as of next 
semester.  

Anastasia Mandeki 
(MACI ’24), 
freelance translator 
and conference 

interpreter, has signed a four-year-
contract with a translating agency 
working on a project on Translating 
European Union Trade Marks for 
the Translation Centre (POR>GR). 
She also serves on the Board of 
Women in Localization and recently 
assumed the role of Sponsorship 
Manager for the Greece Chapter. 
Her primary responsibilities include 
sourcing, coordinating, and nurturing 
relationships with potential or 
existing sponsors, and actively 
participating in the creation and 
planning of events.

Charalampos 
Risvas (BM ’19) 
was accepted for 
doctoral studies in 
Clinical Psychology 

(PhD), in the five-year APA-
accredited program of the Derner 
School of Psychology at Adelphi 
University (Garden City, New 
York). Charalampos says that his 
undergraduate and graduate studies 
in psychology at the University 
of Athens, as well as his exposure 
to the American academic way of 
thinking through his music studies at 
Hellenic American College/Hellenic 
American University contributed to 

the achievement of this very difficult 
goal. “In the new academic context, 
I will have the opportunity for 
intensive practical externships and 
internships, and training in research 
around my interests, such as process 
research in psychotherapy.”

Arthur 
Antonopoulos, 
MSPsy ’22 and a 
recent member 
of the Psychology 

faculty at Hellenic American 
University, is set to release the 
second book in his Franchise of 
Secrets trilogy. The upcoming book, 
titled Dark Salonica, promises to 
captivate readers with its intriguing 
storyline. Here’s a sneak peek from 
the book’s back cover blurb: “...
Racing against time, she must 
navigate the hidden depths of 
Thessaloniki, outpace the murderous 
specters of her past, and solve the 
riddle surrounding Christianity’s 
most significant monument, the 
Aghia Sophia, and Greece’s most 
iconic hero. In a city cloaked in 
mystery and danger, can she uncover 
the secrets in time to save her son 
and herself?”

Alumni News

Share Your Good News!
Have you found a new job or been given a promotion? Gotten an article published or run a marathon? Moved to a new town or city? 
We invite you to share your news and accomplishments with the rest of the alumni community. Just email us at alumninews@hauniv.edu 
a short note about what you’ve been up to recently. We’d be happy to share your news in a coming issue of the Alumni Newsletter.

The Alumni Association Board

Vassilis Elaiotrivaris, President (BSBA ’19)

Katerina Saich, Communication & 

Marketing (MACI ’14, MBA ’19)

Ifigeneia Roulia, Mentoring (MAT ’12, MACI ’13)

Vasiliki Lismani (MAAL-TESOL ‘21) 

Georgia Dimitropoulou (BAELL ’12, MAT ’13)

Maria Gogoli (MBA ’09)

Anna-Maria-Marina Mavrainou (MACI ’14)

Evangelia Morali (MAAL-TESOL ’19)

Contact information:

Thenia Batanidou 

Alumni Affairs Coordinator

2103680034

Email: pbatanidou@hauniv.edu,

alumniaffairs@hauniv.edu

Send us your news, photos and  
feedback to alumninews@hauniv.edu 

© Hellenic American College 
Massalias 22, 10680 Athens, Greece

Hellenic American University,
436 Amherst St. 03063 NH, USA

Georgios Panou (BSIT ’16)

Vasiliki Petropoulou (MBA ’18)

Angeliki Reppa (MBA ’15)

Eleni Rizou (MAT ’17)

Laura Simoes (MBA ’15)

Eleni Tsirigoti (PMBA ’15)

Aggeliki Tzigkou (MAT ’12)
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/women-in-localization-greece_%CF%83%CE%B1%CF%82-%CF%83%CF%85%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AE%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B5-%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD-ifigeneia-roulia-%CE%BD%CE%AD%CE%B1-activity-7213775987262558208-oJXo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/women-in-localization-greece_%CF%83%CE%B1%CF%82-%CF%83%CF%85%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AE%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B5-%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD-ifigeneia-roulia-%CE%BD%CE%AD%CE%B1-activity-7213775987262558208-oJXo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.linkedin.com/company/loclunch/

