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Introduction
This booklet comprises two writing tasks, seven benchmarked scripts and two 

speaking tests from the May - June 2011 BCCETM examination, released by the 

Hellenic American University.

The seven benchmarked scripts have been included to show a range of scores:

BCCETM Writing Response Rating Task Overall Grade

Sample 1 4/20 2 Fail

Sample 2 8/20 2 Fail

Sample 3 10/20 1 Fail

Sample 4 11/20 1 Pass

Sample 5 12/20 1 Pass

Sample 6 16/20 2 Pass

Sample 7 20/20 1 Pass

The BCCETM Writing Section is rated according to standardized rating scales. These 

scales are divided into four criteria: Task Achievement, Organization, Grammar, 

and Vocabulary. Each of the criteria carries a mark between 1 and 5, and these 

marks are added to give a total out of 20, with 11 as a minimally passing score.

The benchmarked essays included in this booklet display a range of marks for 

each of the criteria to help teachers assess the level of their students’ writing 

ability in relation to the scoring rubrics. The comments provided for each 

benchmarked script will provide teachers and students with insight into how 

raters apply the BCCETM Writing Section Scoring rubrics.

The writing prompts and the two speaking tests provide additional materials 
for teachers to use with their students when preparing for the BCCETM 
examination. A full sample test is also available on the Hellenic American 
University website (www.hauniv.us). 
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BCCETM Writing Section Scoring Rubrics 

Basic Communication Certificate in English (BCCETM)
Writing Section Scoring Rubrics: Descriptors of Salient Features

© 2011 Hellenic American University
Office for Language Assessment and Test Development

Task Achievement Organization Grammar Vocabulary

Focus
Content points
Style & format

Coherence 
Cohesion

Range
Accuracy

Range
Accuracy

5
HIGH PASS

Effective 
Writing

All content points mentioned

All content points developed

Style and format appropriate 

Mainly coherent writing

Lack of discourse-level 
coherence and cohesion does 
not interrupt the flow of text

A repertoire of frequently-used structures 
even when conveying ideas on less routine 
situations

Good control of a repertoire of frequently-used 
patterns and structures throughout

Few minor grammatical inaccuracies that do 
not impede communication

Sufficient vocabulary even when conveying 
opinion on less routine topics

Good control of both common and less common 
vocabulary even when expressing opinion on 
less routine topics

Few minor errors in vocabulary and spelling 
of less routine vocabulary that do not impede 
communication

4
PASS

Good
Writing

All content points mentioned

Some content points developed 
better than others

Style and format mostly 
appropriate

Appropriate sentence-level 
cohesion 

Discourse-level coherence and 
cohesion may be lost at times

A repertoire of frequently-used structures when 
conveying ideas on routine situations, but 
limitations on repertoire of structures may exist 
when addressing less routine situations

Good control of a repertoire of basic structures 
when addressing routine situations with 
occasional grammatical inaccuracies when 
addressing less routine situations

Errors in the “less routine” structures
may be noticeable but do not impede 
communication

Sufficient vocabulary when dealing with routine 
topics, but lexical limitations may exist when 
conveying ideas on less routine topics

Overall good control over usage of simple 
vocabulary and spelling with occasional errors 
when dealing with less routine topics

Errors do not impede communication

3
LOW PASS

Satisfactory 
Writing

Most content points mentioned  

Most content points briefly 
developed

Provides brief, straightforward 
reasons and opinions

Style and format inconsistent at 
times

Satisfactory sentence-level 
cohesion and coherence 
resulting in a connected, linear 
text

Lack of coherence and 
cohesion may cause a break-up 
in reading at times

A repertoire of frequently-used structures when 
conveying ideas on routine situations

Grammatical structure limitations become 
obvious when addressing less routine 
situations

Basic errors  throughout do not generally 
impede communication

Sufficient vocabulary to address routine topics, 
but lexical limitations become obvious when 
conveying more complex opinions or addressing 
less routine situations

Basic errors in vocabulary and spelling when 
conveying more complex beliefs do not impede 
communication

2
NARROW FAIL

Limited 
Writing

Some content points  mentioned

Few content points developed

Style & format mostly 
inappropriate

Sentence and discourse-level 
coherence and cohesion may 
impede communication

Choppy sentences

Limited  repertoire of very frequently-used 
structures even when conveying ideas on 
routine situations

Basic errors throughout put a strain on the 
reader to grasp intended message

Limited vocabulary often used repeatedly even 
when conveying simple ideas related to routine 
topics

Errors in usage and spelling of basic vocabulary 
impose difficulties in getting message across

1
FAIL

Ineffective 
Writing

Few content points mentioned 

No content points 
developed

Task/content points misunderstood

Style & format inappropriate 
throughout

No sentence-level  or 
discourse-level cohesion

Incoherent writing

Very limited repertoire of very frequently-used 
structures even when conveying ideas on 
routine situations

No  control over usage and accuracy of basic 
grammatical structures

Basic errors throughout impede communication

Very limited vocabulary inhibits communication 
of ideas even on very routine topics

No control over usage and spelling of basic 
vocabulary

Basic errors throughout impede communication

0
Off topic

No attempt at task

No assessable language

Off topic

No attempt at task

No assessable language

Off topic

No attempt at task

No assessable language

Off topic

No attempt at task

No assessable language
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BCCETM Writing Tasks May-June 2011

Task 2 

You have just read the following competition announcement in a magazine. Write an e-mail to the editor of 
the magazine describing the strangest experience in your life.

You must develop briefly all of the following points below: 

• Describe the event
• Say when it happened and why it was strange
• Describe how you felt about it

You should start your e-mail with: Dear editor,
You should finish your e-mail with: Best regards,
       (your name)

Your e-mail should be 80 – 100 words.

Writing Section Instructions
This part of the test consists of two writing tasks. You must do both tasks. Your writing will be assessed on the 
following criteria: the development and organization of the points given for each task, the range and accuracy 
of the language used, and the connection between sentences and paragraphs. You have 50 minutes to 
complete both tasks.

Task 1 

Your friend from the U.S. has just written to you about a surprise birthday party he wants to arrange for a 
friend. In his e-mail, he asked you for some advice. Write an e-mail to your friend giving him advice and 
suggestions on how to organize the surprise party. 

You must develop briefly all of the following points below: 

• Say where it should be, who to invite, and why
• Describe what will happen at the party 
• Say how you think the guests will feel and why 

You should start your e-mail with: Dear Paul,
You should finish your e-mail with: Your friend,
       (your name)

Your e-mail should be 80 – 100 words.

The strangest experience

in my life
C o m p e t i t i o n

What has been the strangest 
experience in your life?

Why?

How did you feel?

Share it with our readers to have a 
chance to win a 3D game station!

E-mail your entries to our editor at 
strangestevent@BCCE.com
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Sample 1

Task 2 – (4/20) 

Dear editor,

I have just read the following competition 
announcement in a magazine. I write for you of 
the magazine describing the strangest experience in 
my life. 
The magazine is very big and it is very beautiful. 
The magazine has vie in the sea. 
Als, share it with our readers to have a chance to 
win a 3D game station. There are very televisions 
and very games. The games there is a wind and he 
prendre a gift.

I hope the describing the strangest experience in 
my life.

Best regards,
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Task Achievement (1 out of 5): The task required test takers to describe a strange experience. Test takers were 

provided with content points asking them to describe the event, mention when it happened, explain why it was 

strange, and describe how they felt about it.  This test taker merely mentions in the introductory paragraph that a 

strange experience will be described in this e-mail, without mentioning or developing any of the content points.  

Instead, language from the prompt is lifted to mention what a successful competition entry would have the chance 

to win. The style and format of the e-mail may seem appropriate as standard e-mail writing conventions (i.e. Dear 

editor, Best regards) are employed, but the salutation and the closure had been provided to the test takers and 

are therefore not enough for a passing grade to be awarded for this criterion. It can further be assumed that the 

test taker has misunderstood the topic as it seems that the purpose of his writing the e-mail is to inform someone 

about a magazine and its competition entry.

Organization (1 out of 5): This e-mail is characterized by lack of organization both at a sentence and discourse 

level.  In the first two sentences, the test taker states that the content of the e-mail would be a description of a 

strange experience in answer to a magazine competition. However, the third sentence informs the reader about 

the magazine and probably about where it is located, while the fourth notifies the reader about what a successful 

competition entry could win in this contest. Finally, there is no logical connection between the fourth and fifth 

sentences of this e-mail.

Grammar (1 out of 5): The majority of the language and structures produced in this e-mail are lifted from the 

prompt input. These are: “have just read the following competition announcement in a magazine, of the magazine 

describing the strangest experience in my life, and share it with our readers to have a chance to win a 3D game station”. 

The rest of the sentences do not show any control over usage and accuracy of basic grammatical structures. 

Consequently, sentences like “There are very televisions and very games. The games there is a wind and he prendre a 

gift” are grammatically inaccurate and inappropriate, rendering them meaningless.

Vocabulary (1 out of 5): The fact that a large portion of the prompt input was lifted affects the Vocabulary criteria 

as well. Consequently, a very limited range of vocabulary is used – only 13 words – which, with the exception of 

pendre and vie, is spelled correctly. However, not all of the words are used appropriately and communication of 

ideas is not successful due to the very limited vocabulary used.
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Sample 2

Task 2 – (8/20) 

 

Dear Editor,

I was 10 years old and I was with my 
friend Nikos, my family had go for a walk. 
When I and my friend played computer 
games the opened and I believed that my 
family came but when I told mum nothink 
happened, I run quickly to the door and 
there wasn’t anythink. Later than 1 hour I 
heard a noise, we and my friend went to the 
place that I heard the noise and I carr my 
little sister to hide. 
She told me that she was doing these 
thinks and I relaxed. It was very strange 
because I scared.

I felt alone and I was very scared. Finally 
all was one joke of my sister.

Best regards,
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Task Achievement (2 out of 5): This test taker mentions and develops all content points so briefly that the reader 

needs to resort to speculation as to what really must have happened. Hence, the reader assumes that what the 

test taker wanted to write in reality was that the door suddenly opened and that later on he heard some more 

strange noises, but it still remains open to interpretation as to what the little sister was doing. Did the test taker ask 

her to hide or did the test taker see her making the strange noises?  The next sentence explains that the little girl 

admitted to making strange noises, but it is still not clear what the intended message from the previous sentence 

is.  Additionally, his explanation as to why this event was strange, as well as his description of how he felt, is just one 

short sentence. Standard e-mail writing conventions (i.e. Dear editor, Best regards) are employed as the test takers 

had been advised to do; however, this is not enough for a passing grade to be awarded for this criterion and there 

is no short introductory paragraph explaining the purpose of this e-mail.

Organization(2 out of 5): The organization of this e-mail both at the sentence and discourse level is not very 

successful either. The lack of cohesive devices / linking words at the sentence level either impedes communication 

or makes it difficult for the reader to follow intended meaning. For example, the first sentence would have been 

more successful at getting the message across if it read “I was 10 years old and I was with my friend Nikos, because 

my family had gone for a walk”.  Additionally, very frequent repetition of the pronoun “I”   coupled with lack of 

parallel progression – at least two consecutive sentences having the same topical subject – does not add to the 

text’s coherence. In other words, if a sentence were added after the second one, which would further mention why 

the test taker found strange the fact that the door opened, organization at the discourse level would be further 

improved.

Grammar (2 out of 5): The test taker employs a limited repertoire of very frequently used structures as most of 

his sentences are simple independent clauses consisting of subject, verb, and object or a series of independent 

clauses joined by and  or but. The basic grammatical and syntactical errors put a strain on the reader to grasp 

intended meaning as illustrated in the following sentence: “When I and my friend played computer games the opened 

and I believed that my family came but when I told mum nothink happened, I run quickly to the door and there wasn’t 

anythink”. The reader needs to make an effort to understand what the intended meaning of this sentence is. 

Vocabulary (2 out of 5): Limited vocabulary is often used repeatedly and the basic spelling errors impose difficulty 

in getting the message across. Hence, although this e-mail appears to be slightly above the total word length 

required (117 words), once repeated words are removed, then the limited vocabulary range becomes obvious as 

almost half of the total word length depends on repetitions of words like I, with, friend, she, heard, etc.

When repeated words are removed, the text reads as follows: 

 “I was 10 years old and with my friend Nikos, family had go for a walk. When played computer games opened believed 

that family came but told mum nothink happened, run quickly to door there anythink. Later than 1 hour heard noise, 

we went place carr little sister to hide. She me doing these thinks relaxed.  strange because scared.  felt alone. Finally all 

joke ” (64 words).
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Sample 3

Task 1 – (10/20)  

Dear Paul,

I send because to you give some suggestion. Well 
the surprise birthday party will must be in home  
of friend for is guy there. Will must been all friends 
of guy.

When the your friend inside on yours house you 
must say surprise. You will play games at first  
after hear music and whoever want dancing after 
eat fast food and drink and much after you can 
drink alcohol and do somethink you want and have 
in your mind.

The guest feel great and will enthusiastic because 
he believe that you loved his but his mother next 
day will feel good because friends of son he loved 
and bud because she must clean all home.

See you and good luck with the party and lets fun.

Your friend,
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Task Achievement (3 out of 5): This test taker mentions and develops all content points to some degree.  In some 

cases, the test taker even provides brief straightforward reasons and opinions to justify his ideas. For example, the 

test taker suggests that his friend’s mother would feel both happy and sad and he further explains it by saying that 

she would feel happy because her son is loved by his friends and sad because she would have to clean up the mess. 

The test taker has made use of the standard e-mail writing conventions (Dear Paul, Your friend) provided, and has 

also included a short sentence stating the purpose of writing this e-mail and another one wishing his friend good 

luck with the preparations. However, the style is rather inappropriate as contracted forms would have been more 

appropriate for this register.

Organization (2 out of 5): The organization of this e-mail both at a sentence and discourse level is not very 

successful. The lack of cohesive devices / linking words at sentence level, coupled with punctuation problems, 

either impedes communication or makes it difficult for the reader to follow intended meaning. For example, the 

second sentence of the second paragraph would have been more successful at getting the message across if it 

read, “You will play games at first, after hear music and whoever want dancing. After eat fast food and drink and much 

after you can drink alcohol, or and do somethink you want or and have in your mind”.  Additionally, the very frequent 

repetition of the pronoun you, the possessive adjective his, coupled with the lack of parallel progression – at least 

two consecutive sentences having the same topical subject – does not add to the text’s coherence. In other words, 

if a sentence were added after the first one in the third paragraph explaining why the guest would be enthusiastic, 

discourse level organization would be further improved.

Grammar (2 out of 5): The test taker  employs a limited repertoire of very frequently used structures as most of 

his sentences are simple independent clauses consisting of subject, verb, and object or a series of independent 

clauses joined by and  or but. The basic grammatical and syntactical errors put a strain on the reader to grasp 

intended meaning as is the case with the following sentence for instance: “The guest feel great and will enthusiastic 

because he believe that you loved his but his mother next day will feel good because friends of son he loved and bud 

because she must clean all home”. The reader needs to make an effort to understand the intended meaning of this 

sentence, as well as some other ones.  

Vocabulary (3 out of 5): The vocabulary used in this text is accurate with the exception of the two misspelled 

words  somethink and lets, which are easily identified through context and do not impair the intended meaning. 

Additionally, the test taker does not rely on repetition of the same words so much to convey his ideas and employs 

both simple and some more advanced B1 level words such as have in your mind, enthusiastic,   etc.
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Sample 4

Task 1 – (11/20) 

Dear Paul,

I’m very happy that you asked me some 
advice about a surprise party. 
First of all you can do this to a café or 
to his house. Second you have to make 
a cake or to buy one. Also, there must 
be balloons on walls. An other thing  is 
the food. There must be snacks, sweets 
and pites. Finally you have to organise the 
music. What songs will listen.

If you follow these advise it will be a 
fantastic party.

Your friend,
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Task Achievement (2 out of 5): This test taker mentions and develops all content points so briefly that this e-mail 

is closer to a list.  Additionally, the third content point – say how you think the guest will feel and why – is not 

mentioned at all.  Standard e-mail writing conventions (i.e. Dear Paul, Your friend) are employed as advised to do 

so, and there is a short introductory paragraph explaining the purpose of this e-mail. However, this is not enough 

for a passing grade to be awarded for this criterion.

Organization (3 out of 5): This text displays satisfactory sentence and discourse level cohesion which results in a 

connected linear text. The presence of parallel progression – at least two consecutive sentences having the same 

topical subject – and the use of linking devices such as first of all, second, also, another thing, and finally  –  add to the 

text’s coherence. In other words, the added explanatory sentence used to illustrate what is meant by music adds 

to the text’s organization.

Grammar (3 out of 5): The grammatical structures employed in this text are frequently used structures and most 

of the sentences display simple subject, verb, and object syntactical patterns with the exception of one or two 

sentences that combine both subordinate and independent clauses. The text is not entirely error free, as there are 

some errors in prepositions and articles, but the message is neither impeded nor is there any need for the reader 

to speculate anything about the intended message.

Vocabulary (3 out of 5): The vocabulary used in this text is accurate with the exception of the two misspelled 

words an other,  and advise, which are easily identified through context and do not impede the intended meaning. 

Additionally, the test taker does not rely on repetition of the same words much to convey his ideas and the 

vocabulary employed is accurate and appropriate, with the exception of the word pites.
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Sample 5

Task 1 - (12/ 20) 

Dear Paul,

I am very happy that you want my advice about 
a surprise birthday party to your friend. I believe, 
it is good, you will do something interesting. First 
of all, the party, it is better, it will take place 
at your home. It is big and convient. Your friend 
will enthusiastic. You can invite all his friends and 
may be his parents, if you know that he will want 
them. You will take cake, food, drinks, balloons and 
hant for head. Also, you will have a very loud and 
good music. You will dance and will be very well all 
together. I think your friend will have fun and he 
will remember it forever.

I hope I will help you.

Your friend,
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Task Achievement (3 out of 5): This test taker mentions and develops all content points despite the fact that 

some are more briefly developed than others. In some cases, the test taker provides brief straightforward reasons 

and opinions to justify his choices. For example, the test taker suggests that the party should take place at his 

friend’s house because it is big and convenient and he further states that his friend’s parents should be invited if 

he thinks that their friend wants them to be at his party. The test taker has made use of the standard e-mail writing 

conventions (Dear Paul, Your friend) given to them but has also included a short sentence stating the purpose of 

writing this e-mail and another one regarding his intention to be helpful. However, contracted forms would have 

been more appropriate for this register.

Organization (3 out of 5): This text displays satisfactory sentence and discourse level cohesion resulting in a 

connected linear text.  The presence of parallel progression – at least two consecutive sentences having the same 

topical subject – and the use of linking devices such as first of all, and also add to the text’s coherence. In other 

words, the reason as to why his friend’s house would be a good choice and whether to invite his friend’s parents 

aid organization as they make the test taker’s stream of thought more apparent to the reader.

Grammar (3 out of 5): The grammatical structures employed in this text are frequently used structures and most 

of the sentences display simple subject, verb, and object syntactical patterns with the exception of one or two 

sentences that combine both subordinate and independent clauses. The text is not entirely error free, but the 

message is neither impeded nor is there any need for the reader to speculate about the intended message.

Vocabulary (3 out of 5): The vocabulary used in this text is accurate with the exception of the two misspelled 

words convient and hant, which are easily identified through context and do not impair the intended meaning. 

Additionally, the test taker does not rely on repetition of the same words much to convey his ideas and employs 

both simple and more advanced B1 level words such as take place, convenient, enthusiastic, etc.
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Sample 6

Task 2 – (16/20)  

Dear Editor,

I would like to take part in your 
competition, so I’ve decided to write you 
this e-mail.  The strangest experience I 
had was last summer, when we visited the 
beach. We saw a man who was going to get 
drawn, at first we thought he was just 
playing, but then he started screaming for 
help.

We wanted to help him, but a few guys 
didn’t let us go near him and they told us 
that he was actually an actor and he played 
in a film. We were shocked and really happy 
that it wasn’t real.

Best regards,
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Task Achievement (4 out of 5): All content points are mentioned and developed in this text, though some are 

better developed than others. For instance, the test taker addresses briefly the third content point – describe how 

you felt about it – in the very last sentence. It would have been better if the test taker had included some further 

explanation as to why they were initially shocked. Was it because they had never seen anyone in danger before, 

or was it because the other people had initially tried to stop them from helping the drowning man? The style 

and format is mostly appropriate as the test taker follows the standard e-mail writing conventions including an 

introductory sentence stating the reason for writing. It would have been better if the test taker had added a very 

short closing paragraph or sentence expressing his desire to win the prize.  

Organization (4 out of 5): The organization is appropriate at sentence level as a number of linking devices such 

as so, when, at first, who, but, then, etc. are used to illustrate both the logical progression and the time sequence of 

events. Discourse level cohesion and coherence is not always very successful as the lack of parallel progression – at 

least two consecutive sentences having the same topical subject – becomes rather obvious in the second part.

Grammar (4 out of 5): The test taker exhibits a good command over a repertoire of basic structures such as would 

like, superlative, simple past, time clauses, relative clauses, passive voice, etc. Errors in less routine B1 level structures 

are noticeable as is the case with the sentence “who was going to get drawn”   but the intended message is not 

affected in any way. Additionally, most of the sentences incorporate both independent and subordinate clauses.

Vocabulary (4 out of 5): Sufficient vocabulary is used in this text and the test taker does not resort to vocabulary 

repetition to convey ideas. The words used in the text – with the exception of drawn instead of drown – are both 

accurately spelled and appropriately used. There are also some instances of more advanced vocabulary for the 

particular level, such as take part in, and guys. 
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Sample 7

Task 1 – (20/20) 

Dear Paul,

How are you? I read your email and I think that 
your idea is amazing. It would be my pleasure to 
help you. 

Well, if you want to organize the best party you 
should find a good place. It’s summer so you can 
do it in a pool. Pool party. You can invite your 
classmates and your friend’s cousins. Your friend’s 
cousins must be invited because they are his/her 
family, but you can invite some friends, not all.

You will danse and you will swim. I suggest you 
to have a DJ for the music. For food you needn’t 
a lot of things. Only burgers, chips, smoothies and 
juices. Everyone will be happy because a pool party 
it’s a good idea, especially after the exams.

I hope to help you with my ideas. Good luck and 
have a nice pool party.

Your friend,
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Task Achievement (5 out of 5): All content points are mentioned and developed in this text and reasons for his 

suggestions are provided. For instance, the test taker does not only suggest a pool party but also states a number 

of reasons to justify his suggestion throughout the text such as summer, and after exams. The style and format is 

appropriate as the test taker follows the standard e-mail writing conventions including both an introductory and 

a closing sentence stating the reason for sending the e-mail and explaining what he intended to accomplish by 

writing the e-mail.

Organization (5 out of 5): The organization is appropriate at sentence level as a number of linking devices are 

used to illustrate the logical progression of ideas such as because, if, well, and, but,  etc. Discourse level cohesion and 

coherence is also successful as the presence of parallel progression – at least two consecutive sentences having the 

same topical subject – makes the text tighter and easier to read. For example, in the following extract, the topic of 

the first sentence (where to hold the party) is also the same topic subject matter for the second one (where to hold 

the party – the pool). “Well, if you want to organize the best party you should find a good place. It’s summer so you can 

do it in a pool”.  Additionally, there is evidence of this sequential progression – that is: the rheme – the last word of 

the previous sentence – becomes the theme of the second one. The following extract clearly illustrates this pattern:  

“You can invite your classmates and your friend’s cousins. Your friend’s cousins must be invited because they are his/her 

family, but you can invite some friends, not all”.

Grammar (5 out 5): The test taker exhibits a good command over a repertoire of basic structures such as it would 

be my pleasure, superlative, modal verbs, conditionals, passive voice, future, suggest, etc. Grammatical inaccuracies are 

present but the intended message is not affected in any way. Additionally, most of the sentences used incorporate 

both independent and subordinate clauses and at this level it is not uncommon for students to make mistakes 

when employing more syntactically complex sentences and / or structures. The presence of some fragments (Pool 

party. Only burgers, chips, smoothies and juices) are partly justified given that this is an informal e-mail addressed to 

a friend. 

Vocabulary ( 5 out of 5): Sufficient vocabulary is used in this text and the test taker does not resort to vocabulary 

repetition to convey ideas. The words used in the text – with the exception of danse – are both accurately spelt and 

appropriately used. 
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BCCETM Speaking Section Scoring Rubrics
Basic Communication Certificate in English (BCCETM)

Speaking Section Scoring Rubrics: Descriptors of Salient Features

Office for Language Assessment and Test Development

Interaction Fluency Grammar Vocabulary

Focus
Contribution
Understanding

Length of utterances
Interlocutor support 
Hesitations
Pronunciation

Range
Accuracy

Range
Accuracy

5
HIGH PASS

Effective 
Speaker

Consistently contributes effectively to 
communication

Performs and responds to basic language 
functions by expressing opinions and attitudes 
with reasonable precision and supporting 
details

Consistently relevant contributions

Consistently understands interlocutor

Sustains interaction effectively without 
interlocutor support

Expresses self with relative ease 

Hesitations mainly observed when 
forming longer responses

Pronunciation does not impede 
communication

A repertoire of frequently-used structures 
even when conveying ideas on less routine 
situations

Good control of a repertoire of frequently 
used patterns and structures throughout

Few minor grammatical inaccuracies that 
do not impede communication

Sufficient vocabulary even when 
conveying opinion on less routine 
topics 

Good control of both common and 
less common vocabulary even when 
expressing opinion on less routine 
topics

Few minor errors in vocabulary usage 
of less routine vocabulary that do not 
impede communication

4
PASS

Good Speaker

Contributes effectively to communication

Performs and responds to basic language 
functions by expressing opinions and attitudes 
by providing some supporting details

Mostly relevant contributions 

Mainly understands interlocutor

Sustains interaction mostly without 
interlocutor support

Some hesitations observed when 
forming shorter responses

Pronunciation may cause some strain, 
but does not impede communication

A repertoire of frequently-used structures 
when conveying ideas on routine 
situations, but limitations on repertoire of 
structures may  exist when addressing less 
routine situations

Good control of a repertoire of basic 
structures when addressing routine 
situations with occasional grammatical 
inaccuracies when addressing less routine 
situations

Errors in the “less routine” structures 
may be noticeable but do not impede 
communication

Sufficient  vocabulary when dealing 
with routine topics, but lexical 
limitations may exist when conveying 
ideas on less routine topics

Overall good control over usage of  
simple vocabulary with occasional 
errors when dealing with less routine 
topics

Errors do not impede communication

3
LOW PASS

Satisfactory 
Speaker

Contributes satisfactorily to communication

Performs and responds to basic language 
functions, such as information exchange and 
requests, and expresses opinions and attitudes 
in a simple way

Usually relevant contributions

Initiates, maintains, and closes simple face-to-
face conversations

Understands interlocutor, but may need 
clarification at times

Sustains interaction usually without 
interlocutor support

Hesitations may interrupt flow of 
communication at times

Pronunciation may cause strain and may 
impede communication at times

A repertoire of frequently-used structures 
when conveying ideas on routine situations

Grammatical structure limitations become 
obvious when addressing less routine 
situations

Basic errors throughout do not generally 
impede communication

Sufficient vocabulary to address 
routine topics, but lexical limitations 
become obvious when conveying 
more complex opinions or addressing 
less routine situations

Basic errors in vocabulary usage when 
conveying more complex beliefs do 
not impede communication

2
NARROW FAIL

Limited
Speaker

Has difficulty in contributing to communication

Has difficulty in responding to basic language 
functions and expressing opinions and attitudes

Few relevant contributions

Understands interlocutor when input is 
simplified

Has difficulty in sustaining interaction in 
longer contributions 

Usually sustains interaction with 
interlocutor support  

Produces very short contributions

Frequent long hesitations may interrupt 
flow of communication

Pronunciation causes severe strain and 
may impede communication

Limited  repertoire of very frequently-used 
structures even when conveying ideas on 
routine situations

Basic errors throughout impose difficulty in 
getting the message across

Limited vocabulary often used 
repeatedly even when conveying 
simple ideas related to routine topics

Errors in usage of basic vocabulary 
impose difficulty in getting message 
across

1
FAIL

Ineffective 
Speaker

Usually contributes to communication by 
answering “yes” or “no”

Irrelevant contributions

Understands interlocutor only when input is 
simplified and delivered slowly 

Has difficulty in sustaining interaction 
in both simple and longer contributions 
despite interlocutor support

Consistently needs interlocutor support 
to sustain interaction

Very long hesitations interrupt flow of 
communication

Communication breakdowns are 
frequent

Pronunciation seriously impedes 
communication

Very limited repertoire of very frequently- 
used structures even when conveying ideas 
on routine situations

No control over usage and accuracy of 
basic grammatical structures

Basic errors throughout impede 
communication

Very limited vocabulary inhibits 
communication of ideas even on very 
routine topics

No control over usage of basic 
vocabulary

Basic errors throughout impede 
communication

0
No attempt to communicate ideas

No assessable language

No attempt to communicate ideas

No assessable language

No attempt to communicate ideas

No assessable language

No attempt to communicate ideas

No assessable language
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Speaking Topics A and D May-June 2011

TOPIC A

Task 1    Personal Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you to answer some questions about yourself.

Task 2    Picture-related Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some 
questions about a picture.

 1 What is happening in this photo?

 2  How do you think they are feeling?

 3  Have you ever had a birthday party? 

Describe it: ● Say when and where it was

   ● Say what happened 

  ● Say how you felt about it and why  

Task 3    Role-play (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, we’re going to take part in a role-play. I will read out the role-play. 

Role-play Prompt:
I’m a reporter visiting your country. I’m interviewing people about celebrating birthdays. Describe how 
people your age usually celebrate their birthdays in your country. Suggest gifts that are suitable to give 
someone your age and advise me about which gifts would not be suitable. 

Directions: You will have 30 seconds to prepare your response.

Task 4    General Questions (4 – 6 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some general questions about what we have been discussing 
so far.

 1 Do people of all ages usually enjoy blowing out candles on a birthday cake? Discuss.

 2  How do you feel about surprise parties? Discuss.

 3 What was the worst party you have been to? Describe it.

 4  What was the worst present you have ever received? Describe it.

 5  Do you enjoy going to costume parties where people dress up? Discuss.  

 6  In your country, which birthdays are considered special (turning 16, turning 21, turning 40, etc.) and 
why?
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TOPIC D

Task 1    Personal Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you to answer some questions about yourself.

Task 2    Picture-related Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some 
questions about a picture.

 1 What is happening in this photo?
 2  Have you ever attended an interesting lesson? 

Describe it: ● Say when and what it was

  ● Say what you did during the lesson  

 ● Say how you felt about it and why

Task 3    Role-play (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, we’re going to take part in a role-play. I will read out the role-play. 

Role-play Prompt:
I’m a reporter visiting your country. I’m interviewing people about school trips. Describe the kinds of places students 
visit during school trips. Say what they do there and suggest some reasons why they visit such places. 

Directions: You will have 30 seconds to prepare your response.

Task 4    General Questions (4 – 6 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some general questions about what we have been discussing 
so far.

 1 What kinds of technology do schools use? Does it help students learn better?

 2  Do you think that teachers will be replaced by technology in the future? Discuss.

 3  Do you think that all students should learn practical things like cooking and car repair at school? 
Discuss.

 4  Should all students be taught art and music in high school? Discuss.

 5  Do you think schools prepare students for their future careers? Discuss.

 6  What basic things should all students have learned by the time they have finished high school?      
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