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BCCETM Speaking Test: Candidate’s Copy
TOPIC A
Task 1

Personal Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you to answer some questions about yourself.
Task 2

Picture-related Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some
questions about a picture.
1 What is happening in this photo?
2 How do you think they are feeling?
3	
Have you ever had a similar experience at a school?
Describe it:

Task 3

Say when it happened
● Say what you did
●S
 ay how you felt about that
experience
●

Role-play (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions: In this task, we’re going to take part in a role-play. I will read out the role-play.
Role-play Prompt:
I am a reporter visiting your country. I’m interviewing people about the use of technology in education.
Express your opinion on whether technology can help students learn new things. Explain how students can
use technology for their homework and say if this method is popular with young people today. Describe
when you last used the Internet to do an assignment.
Directions: You will have 30 seconds to prepare your response.
Task 4

General Questions (4 – 6 minutes)

Directions: In this task, I’m going to ask you some general questions about what we have been discussing
so far.
1 H
 ave you ever had to find information online? What do you think are the differences between finding
information in a book and finding information online? Which one do you prefer? Why?
2 What are some of the advantages of finding information online? What are some of the difficulties of
finding information online? Have you been taught how to find information online? Who taught you?
3 Have you ever read an electronic book? What do you think are the advantages / disadvantages of
reading an electronic book? Which do / would you prefer? Why?
4 Would you prefer to attend a class face-to-face or do a class online? What do you think are the
advantages of doing a course face-to-face? Are there any disadvantages? Are there any advantages /
disadvantages to taking a course online?
5 What do you think education will be like in the future? Why? Do you think students will still need
teachers? Why? Why not? Will computers ever replace teachers? Why? Why not?
6 Some people claim that computers have made people lazy. What is your opinion? Do computers make
people lazy? Why/ Why not?
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BCCETM Speaking Test: Examiner’s Copy
TOPIC A: TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION
(Turn on recording equipment)
Task 1

Personal Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions:	Hello, my name is (examiner’s first name). And you are? Your code number is (examiner reads out
candidate’s code number). OK. Welcome to the BCCETM Speaking Test. The test has four tasks and
lasts 10 – 15 minutes. I’ll give you directions for each task. Are you ready to begin? (short pause)
OK. Let’s begin with Task 1. In this task, I’m going to ask you to answer some questions about
yourself.
Teenager - School
1 Are you in Junior High or Senior High?
2 What is your favorite subject at school?
Why?
3 How do you think studying (favorite
subject) will help you in the future/with
your future career?
4 What are your dreams for the future?
5 Do you think it is going to be hard to
make your dream(s) come true? Why?
Why not?

Young Adult/Adult - School/Work
1 Are you studying or working?
2 What are you studying? / What do you do?
3 What do you enjoy most about studying / working
as a …?
4 Where would you like to find work once you have
finished your studies? Why? / Would you like to do
something different from what you are doing now?
Why? Why not?
5 Do you think it is going to be difficult to become
a …?

Directions: OK. Thanks (or any other natural closing). Now let’s move on to Task 2.
Task 2

Picture-related Questions (2 – 3 minutes)

Directions:	In this task, I’m going to ask you some
questions about a picture. (Point to the picture
on candidate’s copy.)

1	
What is happening in this photo?

(If candidate is stuck, ask: Where do you think the children
are? What are they doing?)

2	
How do you think they are feeling?
3	
Have you ever had a similar experience at a school?*
(Point to candidate’s booklet and read out the following:)

Describe it:

●

Say when it happened

●

Say what you did

●

S ay how you felt about that experience
(Did you like it? Why?)

*(If candidate replies “No” to the last question, use the alternative question below.)
If you could use / could have used a computer at school…
• Say for which class you would use / would have used it
• Say what would you do / would have done with it
• Say how you think you would feel / would have felt

Directions: OK. Thanks (or any other natural closing). Now let’s move on to Task 3.
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BCCETM Speaking Test: Examiner’s Copy
TOPIC A: TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION
Task 3

Role-play (2 – 3 minutes)

(Point to the role-play on candidate’s copy and read out the directions and role-play.)

Directions: In this task, we’re going to take part in a role-play. I will read out the role-play.
Role-play Prompt:
I am a reporter visiting your country. I’m interviewing people about the use of technology in education.
Express your opinion on whether technology can help students learn new things. Explain how students can
use technology for their homework and say if this method is popular with young people today. Describe
when you last used the Internet to do an assignment. (Confirm candidate has understood the role-play before
reading out time limit.) Do you have any questions?
Directions:	You will have 30 seconds to prepare your response. (Allow up to 30 seconds to prepare.
If candidate is ready earlier or when time is up, ask “Are you ready?”)

Follow-up/Clarification Questions (Ask at least two follow-up/clarification questions.)
1 Do you have a computer at home? Do you know if any of your classmates have computers at home?
Are students asked to use their computers to do their homework? If yes, what type of homework?
2 Have you ever used the Internet to do your homework / to find information for your job? Was it easy
to use? Why? Why not?
3 Do you think using computers in a classroom makes the lesson easier / enjoyable for students? Why?
Why not?
4 Do young people enjoy using computers at school? Why? Why not?
Directions: OK. Thanks (or any other natural closing). Now let’s move on to Task 4.
Task 4

General Questions (4 – 6 minutes)

Directions:	In this task, I‘m going to ask you some general questions about what we have been
discussing so far. (Ask candidate at least one question from each set.)
Set 1

1 H
 ave you ever had to find information online? What do you think are the differences between finding
information in a book and finding information online? Which one do you prefer? Why?
2 What are some of the advantages of finding information online? What are some of the difficulties of
finding information online? Have you been taught how to find information online? Who taught you?

Set 2

3 H
 ave you ever read an electronic book (a book that is read off a screen)? What do you think are the
advantages / disadvantages of reading an electronic book? Which do / would you prefer? Why?
4 Would you prefer to attend a class face-to-face or do a class online? What do you think are the
advantages of doing a course face-to-face? Are there any disadvantages? Are there any advantages /
disadvantages to taking a course online?

Set 3

5 W
 hat do you think education will be like in the future? Why? Do you think students will still need
teachers? Why? Why not? Will computers ever replace teachers? Why? Why not?
6 Some people claim that computers have made people lazy. What is your opinion? Do computers
make people lazy? Why/ Why not?

Directions: This is the end of the Speaking Test. It was great talking with you. Thank you very much.
(Stop the recording equipment.)
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BCCETM Speaking Section Scoring Rubrics
Speaking Section Scoring Rubrics: Descriptors of Salient Features & Codes
Focus

Interaction (I)

Fluency (F)

Grammar (G)

Vocabulary (V)

Contribution

Length of utterances

Range

Range

Understanding

Interlocutor support

Accuracy

Accuracy

A repertoire of frequentlyused structures even when
conveying ideas on less
routine situations

Sufficient vocabulary even when
conveying opinion on less routine topics

Hesitations
Pronunciation

5
HIGH PASS
Effective
Speaker

Consistently contributes
effectively to communication

Sustains interaction effectively
without interlocutor support

Performs and responds to
basic language functions by
expressing opinions and attitudes
with reasonable precision and
supporting details

Expresses self with relative
ease

Consistently relevant
contributions
Consistently understands
interlocutor

4
PASS
Good
Speaker

Good control of a repertoire
Hesitations mainly observed
of frequently used patterns
when forming longer responses
and structures throughout
Pronunciation does not impede
Few minor grammatical
communication
inaccuracies that do not
impede communication

Contributes effectively to
communication

Sustains interaction mostly
without interlocutor support

Performs and responds to
basic language functions by
expressing opinions and attitudes
by providing some supporting
details

Some hesitations observed
when forming shorter
responses

Mostly relevant contributions.
Mainly understands interlocutor

Pronunciation may cause some
strain, but does not impede
communication

A repertoire of frequentlyused structures when
conveying ideas on routine
situations, but limitations on
repertoire of structures may
exist when addressing less
routine situations

Good control of both common and
less common vocabulary even when
expressing opinion on less routine
topics
Few minor errors in vocabulary usage
of less routine vocabulary that do not
impede communication

Sufficient vocabulary when dealing with
routine topics, but lexical limitations
may exist when conveying ideas on less
routine topics
Overall good control over usage of
simple vocabulary with occasional
errors when dealing with less routine
topics

Good control of a repertoire
of basic structures
Errors do not impede communication
when addressing routine
situations with occasional
grammatical inaccuracies
when addressing less routine
situations
Errors in the “less routine”
structures may be noticeable
but do not impede
communication

3
LOW PASS
Satisfactory
Speaker

Contributes satisfactorily to
communication

Sustains interaction usually
without interlocutor support

Performs and responds to
basic language functions, such
as information exchange and
requests, and expresses opinions
and attitudes in a simple way

Hesitations may interrupt flow
of communication at times
Pronunciation may cause
strain and may impede
communication at times

Usually relevant contributions
Initiates, maintains, and closes
simple face-to-face conversations
Understands interlocutor, but may
need clarification at times
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A repertoire of frequentlyused structures when
conveying ideas on routine
situations

Sufficient vocabulary to address routine
topics, but lexical limitations become
obvious when conveying more complex
opinions or addressing less routine
situations

Grammatical structure
limitations become obvious Basic errors in vocabulary usage when
when addressing less routine conveying more complex beliefs do not
situations
impede communication
Basic errors throughout
do not generally impede
communication

BCCETM Speaking Section Scoring Rubrics

2
NARROW FAIL
Limited
Speaker

Interaction (I)

Fluency (F)

Grammar (G)

Vocabulary (V)

Has difficulty in contributing to
communication

Has difficulty in sustaining
interaction in longer
contributions

Limited repertoire of very
frequently-used structures
even when conveying ideas
on routine situations

Limited vocabulary often used
repeatedly even when conveying simple
ideas related to routine topics

Has difficulty in responding to
basic language functions and
Usually sustains interaction
expressing opinions and attitudes with interlocutor support
Few relevant contributions
Understands interlocutor when
input is simplified

Produces very short
contributions

Basic errors throughout
impose difficulty in getting
the message across

Errors in usage of basic vocabulary
impose difficulty in getting message
across

Frequent long hesitations
may interrupt flow of
communication
Pronunciation causes severe
strain and may impede
communication

Usually contributes to
communication by answering
“yes” or “no”
1
FAIL
Ineffective
Speaker

Irrelevant contributions
Understands interlocutor only
when input is simplified and
delivered slowly

Has difficulty in sustaining
interaction in both simple and
longer contributions despite
interlocutor support
Consistently needs interlocutor
support to sustain interaction
Very long hesitations interrupt
flow of communication
Communication breakdowns
are frequent

Very limited repertoire of very Very limited vocabulary inhibits
frequently used structures
communication of ideas even on very
routine topics
even when conveying ideas
on routine situations
No control over usage of basic
vocabulary
No control over usage
and accuracy of basic
Basic errors throughout impede
grammatical structures
communication
Basic errors throughout
impede communication

Pronunciation seriously
impedes communication
0

No attempt to communicate ideas No attempt to communicate
ideas
No assessable language
No assessable language

No attempt to communicate
ideas

No attempt to communicate ideas
No assessable language

No assessable language
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CENTER FOR EXAMINATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS

Κ ΕΝΤΡΟ
Ε ΞΕΤΑΣΕΩΝ
ΚΑΙ
Κ ΕΝΤΡΟ
Ε ΞΕΤΑΣΕΩΝ
ΚΑΙ Π ΙΣΤΟ

